
Hearing Indigenous Voices through Poetry

Lesson Plan

NBE 3C Curriculum Expectations

First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Perspectives and Text Forms in Canada

A1. Exploring: explore themes related to First Nations, Métis, and Inuit identities,
relationships, and self-determination, sovereignty, or self-governance, as reflected in text
forms created in Canada, formulating questions and comparing perspectives to stimulate
a well-reasoned exchange of ideas about these topics;

A1.2 formulate appropriate questions to guide their explorations of themes, ideas, and
issues related to First Nations, Métis, and Inuit identities, relationships, and
self-determination, sovereignty, or self-governance, as reflected in various Indigenous
text forms, and, as appropriate, in relevant non-Indigenous texts

Reading and Literature Studies

C.1 Reading for Meaning: read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary,
informational, and graphic texts from First Nations, Métis, and Inuit cultures, and, as
appropriate, relevant texts from non-Indigenous sources, using a range of strategies to
construct meaning;

C1.6 analyse texts, including increasingly complex texts, in terms of the information,
themes, ideas, and issues they explore in relation to First Nations, Métis, and Inuit
cultures, explaining how various aspects of the texts contribute to the presentation or
development of these elements
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Learning Goals & Success Criteria

Learning Goals
We are learning to:
➔ Create inquiry questions to help us interact with texts (poetry)
➔ Explain how the language and imagery used in the text create meaning

Success Criteria
I can:
➔ Create open ended questions to help me explore a text
➔ Explain the difference between closed ended and open ended questions
➔ Explain how writer’s emphasize certain images in poetry
➔ Identify images in a poem and comment on their intended effect on the reader

Essential Questions

1. How does poetry convey emotion differently than prose?
2. How does figurative language help a reader to see a topic differently?

Lesson Materials and Resources

Internet connectivity and data projector
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Lesson Plan

Minds On

1. Pose the following questions to the class for students to respond to in their
personal writing journals:

a. How is poetry different from other types of writing? What do you like about
poetry? What do you dislike?

2. Lead a classroom discussion about what makes writing a poem and the
differences between poetry and prose (you may want to explore the ideas of
rhythm, rhyme, meter, and line breaks).

3. Share Essential Questions, Learning Goals, and Success Criteria of the lesson.

Action

4. Explain to students that they will be using a new technique called the Question
Formulation Technique, or QFT,  to explore poetry. The QFT is a way to engage with
a new text (visual or written) that asks participants to develop questions to guide
their thinking and learning.

a. Ask as many questions as your can in the time allotted;
b. Do not stop to judge, discuss, or answer any of the questions;
c. Write down every question exactly as stated;
d. Change any statements into questions.

You can learn more about the QFT here: https://rightquestion.org/what-is-the-qft

5. Before students use the QFT, explore the difference between question types:

Closed ended questions are questions that can usually be answered in one word
(typically yes or no). While these questions can be useful to get a quick response,
they aren't always the most helpful when examining a text using the QFT. Try your
best to avoid close ended questions.

Open ended questions are questions that need information, opinion, and
connection to be answered. These types of questions rely on the question
formulator's prior knowledge to be crafted and may not always have a right or
wrong answer. They prompt a person to want to learn more or inquire about a
particular idea or topic.
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6. Remind students of the questions: "What do I wonder? What do I notice?" They can
use these internal questions to formulate a question list when examining an image
or a text.

7. As a whole class, try working with the QFT on the untitled poem from Nathalie
Bertin, which can be found in the #NotYourPrincess anthology from Annick Press

8. Read the poem aloud once, while simultaneously projecting it onto a screen. Once
you’ve read the poem aloud, give students 1 minute to write as many questions as
they can, using the QFT.

9. In small groups, have students rank their questions. Eliminating any closed ended
questions from their lists and then ranking which questions are the most
powerful/useful. Have students select their 3 best questions and explain to their
peers why these are their best questions.

10. Lead a class discussion having the groups share some of their best questions
about the poem. Discuss how they might explore how to find the answers to these
questions or have students share responses to the questions posed.

Consolidation

11. Explore the poem “19” by Brandi Bird using the QFT in small groups. The poem can
be found here: https://www.poetryinvoice.com/poems/19
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12. Have students respond to the following prompt in a well formed paragraph:
Can poetry be an effective way to communicate emotions? How does Bird use
figurative language related to land in “19”? What inferences can you make about
settler colonialism and its ongoing impacts in regards to Indigenous peoples?
Students should submit their response for assessment of learning purposes.

Extension Possibilities

1. Make connections to the other Indigenous writers in Canada. How are these
themes in the two poems in this lesson similar? How are they different?

2. Explore the Poetry in Voice website:https://www.poetryinvoice.com/

3. Curate a list of First Nations, Métis, and Inuit poets to be explored further in your
NBE and ENG course(s).

Start with:
Lee Maracle
Arielle Twist
Marilyn Dumont
Katherena Vermette
Billy-Ray Belcourt
Jesse Thistle
Leanne Betasamosake-Simpson
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